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Freo Masons, American Protestasts, Fenians, Scandi-
navian and German socielarians have fallon under the
single or mingled influence of heat, bad digastion, ot
evil beor or whisky, we do do not know, anl it is not
worth while finding out, The extont of the

orgaulzation are 80 small inturn compared Lo the
popilation of the city, that it would bo quite impossl-
ble to reason from the first fact, axcopt on vory gen-
eral principles, were it not that s many of the vietims
of tho cholera are Irish, nad that many of the disoiples
of Father Mathew are their neighbors. Looking this
rance Appears by 1o means
abad sanitary precsution. Further, we might ask
bow far rum docisions aid the cholera, but the gues.
tion is mneedless. We Jinow that  the rum
Judges have desided for King Cholera in preference to
Father Mathew. We koow that an injunction in
favor of the bone-boilers, the fat-melters and
the pest-house follows logically an injunction in be-
Lalf of the grog-shop, the poor-huiza, and the hospital.
Why not? The champions of delirium and spidemic—
that i3 what the judicial enjoiners amount to in the
last annlysis—areone and the same. How long can even
Father Mathew stand the deadly avacks made upon
hiwm, if ke lives in a neighborhood of injunolionary
cholera, flanked with bone-boiling and fat-melting
cstablishments and abattoirs, and catnoombed with
grog-shops! The rum-drinkers will not be a whit oom-
forted to know that our city judges ave their friends
even to the death.

Oa Saturday, for tho sixth time during the session,
Senator Doolittls protested that he had saved the
Uunion party from annihilation in Wisconsin, and com-
plained bitterly of the base ingratitude of said party
beoatise it now refused to save bim. Poor Doolittle!

A diabolical aystem of kidnapping has been re-
ported to the Navy Department, the trapping of fread-
men on shipboard at Pensacols Bay, and solling them
as slaves in Caba. Ono of these slave sloops was
avized by a United States vessel, and found to have
on board 150 freedmen. Yet we hare vetoos of the
Civil Rights bill! Yet The Times suys the freedmen
must look to old elaveholders for justice and protec-
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LE SHEET.
" The session & the House closed on Baturday with
reee cheers fur **our noble Speaker,” proposed by

r. 8trouse, n Democrat, and heartily responded to
7 all preseut

186 Army Lill, as passeasmnally, provides Ior the
dition to the regular army of 54 companies of in-
, two companies to be added to each of the ex-
ting 27 battalions; eight new regiments of infantry,
our of whioh shall be Vetersy Reserves, and four
. troops; and also four additionsl regtments of
rvilry. =

T the last hour of the seasion of Congress the Pres.
fAent sent in & Veto of the bill to erect the Territory
pf Montsua into & surveying district, Executive
prosptions are taken to the sale of 18 alternate odd
paotions of land to the New-York Iron Mining and
Maaufacturing Company, at $1 25 per acre, provided
for in the bill. The Company is organized under tho
faws of the State of New-York, and the President ob-
jocta to granting it extraordinary privilege, and con-
ol of so much proporty in another State. To the
st 'three sectious of the bill, providing for the ap-
pointment of & gurveyor-general, register, and re-
jaiver, there are no objections, save that they scem
1o be intended only to cover over and carry through
rha Mining Company's land grant section.

' Onr Washington correspondent gives an amusing
pocount of the night session of the Honse, from which
fws find that the political disputes of members have
%isd no permanent effect on personal good feeling
Btevens, who had sat up all night, the next

made aspeech for freedom, a fact which

ives reason to hope he will make many more,

. Randall, s Penusylvania Democrat, offored the
resolution of thanks to the Speaker, and, with the neat
gaply of Mr, Colfax, the session ended. We print to-
Bay & complete summary of the bills and joint resolu-
fiony passed during the session, with s review of the
work of Congress from December 4 to July 25,

these doouments, which have been prepared

groat care, the legislation of the past eight
r-hwhmmhﬂrnﬂmdb;m reader,

1n order to give our readers the news from all parts

1]
It was ramarked before the Board of Heallh that of
7,000 members of the Father Mathew Boclety ia

A hope often deferred, and by many almost aban-

gocret sorvice of Jeorson Davis, what would remain
to be shown?  Conld Seeretary Denjamin have been
to blame for any of the crimes comnitted in
the name of war, and Davis, the reported oustodian of ,l
the Llood-money, be guiltless? Or would the notorions
Jacob Thompson lave been guilty, and Lis masten
Davis, innocent ! Equally bard ia it to believe that '
the assassination could have been conducted without
a great deal mors money than any of the vonspirators
wore koown to possess in their own individoal re-
sources; and proof is entirely wanting to show that
it was an independent conspiracy, eolely gotten up
by a monomanias, History teaches us that such men
do their work alone. Booth traveled to his tragoedy
in cut-throat company.

The testimony so far gathored has been sufficient,
after the lapss of & year, to strongly impress soms of
the ablest and fairest men of the land—among them
Gov. Boutwell and Judge-Advooate Holt, Buch tes-
timony must inevitably have weight with the loyal
people, however much it may be contemned on the
other band, We gupposs that every cilizen in the
land is conscions of & mystery in the events of the
assassination that remains to be solved and decided.
Those who attach ,no imporiance whatever to the
chain of fact and iuference drawn from the wholesale
murder of prisoners to the taking off of one man in
Washington, diseredited thelr country long before they
consed to suspect its enemies. - Proof may be yet
wanting to place the fingerof justico o the prime
moyer; but, ontside of their task in the courts, the
ehampions of the complaining prisoner in the Fort
must confront history, and overcome the judgment of
men. In common with nine-tonths of the American
poople, we do most rerlously suspeot Jefforaon Davis.
Wehave hoard that, above all men in Washington, Presis
dent Johnson did not; but of that no matter. We have
not failed to demand, in the interests of the country,
his speedy and impartial frial, or, in default of proof
rendering Lis enlargement dangerous to justice, his
prompt release liko other prisoners hold fur trial. The
national suspicion which rests on thisone man pressos
him forward to a public trial. The facts of the invest-
igation give renewed emphasis Lo the demand that e
shall be tried, Further than to enforce this demand,
we have not judged his ease.

THE RUM JUDGES.

What is to be done with our Judgea short of baving
to put up with them? A jndge who pledges himself
to rum and the pestilense is mot only an unaound
lawver, & bad judge, and a logal incubus, but he is,
basides, a dangerous metmber of socioty. What is to
bo done with him? Doth rum and the cholars, as the
experience of hall a year has proved, could be
spirited ount of the way, if we conld only got
good riddance of some of our jndges.  They,
atter all, are the real nuisance, which the experiments

doned, has at longth been fulfilled.  The cablo avross
the Atlautie, connecting the 014 World aud tho New,
is an accomplished fact, aud we gre able to publish
this moruing European news only three daysold, The
intelligenco of this great succoss will be received with
feolings of the most lively joy by the paople of this
country. Tt is another grand step in the onward
march of civilization; for this cable will uuques-
tionably prove a powerful agency in promoting inter-
national comity, and in furthering the ends of a
healthy commorcial intercourse. Every friond of
progress, of peace, of humanity, will rejoios that what
bns been so long a dream is now in a fair way of be-
coming o veality, From the shores of tho north-
wostern portion of this continent the telagraphic wire
is being carried into Russia; the world will seon be
girdled with this instrument for the transmission of
thought with the lightaing's epeed: and thus *the
ends of the earth will be brought together,” . fulfill-
ment of ancient prophecy.

The succass of this grand undertaking will consti-
tute an epoch in the worlds history, of which the
record of the enterprise will form one of the most
dramatio pagea. Future geuerations will read with
intense interest of the steps by which success was
ultimately gained. How the many obstacles that pre-
scnted themsolves were, by means of a steady perso-
versoce and s noble courage, eventually overcome;
how repeated failures, instead of disheartening, only
induced redoubled exertions to accomplish the great
end in view; how scientific enthusiam aud practical
skill combinad to susiain offort and give it the groat-
est poasible efficiency; how the improvemontsin naval
architecture, of which the construction of the Great
Eastern is the proudest trophy, prepared the way for
the carrying out of the enterprise—all these, and
other equally interesting points, will continne to at-
tract attention as long a8 the human family take an
interest in the suocesaive steps by which the world
sdvanced to that high state of civilization toward
which it is now rapidly moving. * Peace hath its
victories,” and the suoosss of the Aflantic Cable will
over be regarded as one of the most glorious of them.

The originators and promoters of this enterprise
have earncd the gratitude of the world for their noble
efforts in the work, They deserro all honor, snd
more substantial rewards, it is to be hoped, will not
be wanting for them. The American peopls will ro-
flact with satisfaotion and pride wpon the prominent
part taken in the enterpriss throughout by Mr. Cyrus
W. Field, Itisbardly too much to say that but for
his persevering offorts the cable might still have been
among things possible.

A fact more omphatic than any comment, is that fo-
day e publish news from Europe to the 27th of July, In
less than a week wo oxpect to print every morning the
important European news of the day before. It is
impossible to realize at once a fact of such tromen.

dous significance.

THE CASE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS,

‘We uave hoard that the friends of Jefferson Davis
profess their ability to overthrow the testimony of the
witness Lowis F. Bates. Bates, it will be remembared,
swore that when the dispatch of Gen. Breckinridge,
announcing the asaassination of Lincoln, was received
by Davis, he remarked: * Well, General, I don't
know that if it were dons at all, it were better that it
wers well done, and if the .same had boen done to
Andrew Johnson, the beast, and Bacretary Btanton,
the job would be completed.” Davis's confidants
believe it can be proved that Bates was not about at
the time the telegram from Brockinridge was re-
oeived. They assert that on hearing the news he,
singularly, made no remark. Both versions have
points of curiosity. Oue tbing, however, is not de-
nisd—that Davis was in proper person at Bates's
house in Charlottesville on the day of the dispatch.
If, as it appears, the Investigating Committes have
eatablished the fact that the Becret Bervice Fund of
the Confederacy was absolutely in the custody of
Davis, they have made sure of their firet point, That
a plot was entertained to blow up Washington; that
Blackburn, the small-pox Borgia, was contracted
with to burn the Mississippl steamers; that a con-
spiracy to burn New-York was paid for and set on
foot; and that the agents of these several enterprises
wore all found in neighboshood with the managers
of the assassination, is proof presumptive that
the agenoy which smbraced such desperadoes as boat-
burners, hotel-burners, and small-pox propagandists,
had also its paid assassins, If Davis encouraged his
subordinates to license the burning of peaceful cities,
he was no better than a desperado himself. If he was
responsible for the inhuman treatment of our prison-
ers, who {s ready to doubt that he was the most
wrotchod of sssassins? But plpusible showing does
not end here, The evidence on thé trjal of the assas-
sins, and memoranda marked Dr. J. W. Booth, found
together with letters of now well-known secret agonts
in the Rebel archives, go measurably to show that
Booth and Surratt were in theemploy of the Robellion.
Granted that Blackbura (about whom there is no
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of the Boards of Health and Excise reem to be power-
less to disinfect, We cannot sprinkle their decisions
with choloride of lime; 50 what is the use of trying to
dizsipate epidemic? The efforts of the Board of Health
tend oue way, those of our city judges go another.
Health, raason, morals aad common sense, working
in the city's behalf, bave boon met at every import-
ant step by an infunction. It was mever more
necessary  than now that the groggeries should
be closed; but an injuuction kept them open.  The
public health is the first concern of a city, but the
last, it seems, of a clty Judge, whaerefure let no
ono be surprised that the course of jadicial
decisions in our city ocourts has been uniformly
favorable to bad liquor first and bad  health
afterward. Between perpetoating the grogahop
aud keeping in full blast the bone-boling and
fal-melting nnisance, while the health of the
city is suffering ns it nevor suffored before, it is not
needful to show the relation. Our oy judges bave
made it manifest beyond doubt or cavil that & judge
who protects rum by s decision is eqoally ready to
protect cholera by an injunction. No amount of re-
spect for judicial opinion and of toleration for logal
perversity ean lopg withstand tho raids that have
been made dally from the bench upon the public
bealth. The war is serions the moment o
single victim falls by the epidemic, and
all who survive are bound to make common cause
against the bench. Itis said, in behalfl of the rum-
judges, that they are Lonest men, and are bennd to
interprot the law according to their lights, whether
their judgment conflicts with the popular opinion or
not. We shall try to cstimate this plea at its worth.
Have we heard of one of our judges running counter
to the interest that elected bim? Hare not most
of them been found in direct bostility to the public
conscience ! Remarkably, not one of their legal errors
have ever leaned to virtue's sido, while the drift
of their covery decision, sufficientls  fmportant
to draw genoral attention, has been invariably
opposed to every reform, mo matler how well
supported by ensctment or approved by the
intelligent voice of the community, It has
become 8 Jadicial axiom that in doubtfn] cases of lagal
interpretation, decision is to be rendered on the side
which is manifestly that of the public good. If such
a doubt existed either in the case of the Excise law or
that of the recont injunctions in favoer of bone-boiling,
thednty of our judges was clear. The student or reader
of the laws against the excess in liquor trafic, and in
preservation of the bealth of the city, cannot believe
for a woment that thess laws were inefloctive
for their objects, were our judges in sympathy with
the general good, They bhave preferred to strain a
point in favor of the worst evils whick threaten the
community; and with no plensant antecedenta to fall
back upon, their rocord for years is an acconnt of dis-
grace long outstanding. Whether knavery or stn-
pidity #olve the problem of judicial unfitness, the
public is of one mind that they are nnsuited to their
places.

The highest and moat carnest good of every citizen
in New-York demands that the evils of the bench
should be abolished. We speak no news when we
say what has been a home truth to the vast majority
of this community for years past—that our judicial
system should be reformed, We may do this by bav-
ing good lawyers sppointed to the bench to hold
office during good behavior—we may consolidate and
changs the business of some of the Courts mow
exercising laige oobrdinate powers; but we can do
nothing withont an appeal to the constitutional right
of the people to alter and amend their institutions.
How long the temper of the pablic can brook such
decisions a3 bave lately insulted the good sense of
this community we cannot tell. 'We have only
knowledge of the almost incredible enormities en-
dured at the swindling hands of the ** Ring," and from
the grasping greed of backed by an
immoral municipality and bench, We cannot long
stand two classes of assailants in our places of greatest
sdvintage and power—the batteries we have erected
sgainst evil-doers turned by evil-doera against our-
solves. We cannot afford to cherish & pestilence on
the bench or have our courts an eternized nuisance,
We must be sure that those employed to sorve us do
not make us their slaves, and we must appesl to the
people to right themselves by the powers of the Con-
stitution, snd put an end to the evils of such an elec-
tive judiciary a8 now disgraces and opprosses New-
York. TPARETRRIE p, S N maE TT
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The House insisted on the provision in the appro-
pristion bill, increasing tho salaries of members from
£5,000 to $5,000 per annum, and rejected the pro-
vision for the equalization of soldicrs’ bountios; the
Benate rojected tho salary provision, but insisted
on the bounty clguse, and thero was a dead
lock that promiseg for a short time to defeat
two nnwise measures; but soon the Honses
entered into an understanding Wwith each  other
whoreby the members paid themselves §2,000

I

over §300,000,000 to pay bounties to soldiera in certain
stms, under o aystem that wiil leave their receipts
about as unegual as they now are. Mr. Fessendon
very properly sald, that * somebody elso beside the
aoldiers onght to be consulted on this question.” Out-
side of the ranks of the army, the people will be
found opposed to the approprintion of go large o sum
of money for this purpose. Fifty or & bundred dollars
will afford but little and temporary satisfaction to
the soldier, whils the bill will render necessary an
amonnt of taxation that will be felt throngh many

FOALH.

THE TREATY OF PEACE.

Telographs have always been olnssed among the
chief apostles of peace and peaceful progross, and it
will, therefore, be regarded as a remarkable ecinei-
dence that on the first day of our telegraphic commu-
nion with the Old World wa receive the news Lhat a
treaty of peace has beon signed betwecn Austria and
Prussia. The information conveyed by the telegraph
is, of cotrss, meager, bat it is sufficiently dofinite to
loave no doubt that Anstris has acceded to all the
chiel demauds of Prussia.

We are not yet fully informed about all these de-
mands, but we know, from official and remi-official
declarations of the Prussian Government, that the most
pssontial condition of peace is the withdrawal of
Austria from the German Confederation, which will
now be reconstructed under the sole and nndisputed
lead of Prussia. It is equally certain that Prussia will
pow keep the two Duchies of Schleswig and Holstoln,
whether as & Prussian province or under the semblance
of semi-indopendonce remaing to be secn.  Moreover,
somi-official Prussian papers have declared, in accord-
ance with the opinion exprossed by Louis Napoleon in
his letter to Drouyn de Lhuys, that Prussia must in-
sist on having the western and the eastern portions of
the kingdom permanently connected. Wo have to wait
for Iater accounts to know if this rectification of fron-
tier is to be effected by means of annexation or by ex-
change of provinces. Wo are, on the other hand, as-
surod that Prossia was not to elaim the cession of Bo-
hemia and Moravia, and as the ground of this
rostriction the non-German character of their popnla-
tion is adduced. Soch s gronnd seems to suggest
that Prussia might desire the annexation, or at least
the separation from Austria, of those provilices, which
are purely German, as Upper aud Lower Austria
and Salzburg. It is, bowever, probable that, having
obtsined the chief end of her awbition, Prussis will
not insist on demavding any Austrian territory, but
loave tho fate of the Germans of Austrin to be decided
by the fature,

However this question may be settled, the trismph
of Prusaia is complete. Whatever thenominal rolation
of the smaller German States in the recoustruoted
Confederation may be, virtoally the new Con-
fedoration, with ita population of over 40,000,000
of poople, will be identical with Prussia, which hence-
forth will not be second, in power and influence, to
any of the great Enropean Powers.

THE NIssissIPPI LEVEES,

Congreas has aceu fit Lo witbhold the appropriation
of money for the reconstruotion of the broken levees
on the Mississippi River, and thereby millions of
acres of the most productive lands in the country are
resigued to the floods for anothor yéar, and the vast
revenus from thelr produots lost to the Treasury, Tt
is to be hoped that our representatives will, during
the recess, examine the whole subject of the protee-
tion of the valley of the Mississippi from overflow,

F THE SESSSION,

—— =

THE END 0

The Spirit and the Work of the First Session of
the Thirty-Ninth Congress,

REVIEW OF THE POLICY OF RECONSTRUCTION

—_——

Whon tho Thirty-ninth Congress assembled at Wash-
ington, Decawber 4, 1865, it found the national affalrs in
unprecedonted coufusion. Seven months before, the Prosi-
dent had declered all armed opposition to the Government
ended. For nine months Congress had not been in
session.  When it sdjourned, March 4, the war still raged.
Shorman was sweeping thronph North Caroline, ond had
not yot reached Fayotteville. Sheridan was moving ap
the Sbenandoah, beating the Rebels under Gen. Early on
his way to Lynchborg, Petersburg and Richmond still
bristled with Kebel guns, and Grant's vast army Iny mud-
bound before their walls,  Lee was appealing to the peo-
ple of North Carolina for provisions, sadat the same time
the Southorn press was loudly bonsting that Grant
and Bherman  would  be  Dbeaten o detail.  No
one could certainly say when the war would end,
though all knew that the end was near.  Reernit-
ing, stimulated by an overaanging draft, was proceed-
ing in the Norsh, und the Rebellion presented
bold and defiant front.  Abrahsm  Lincoln was still
President, and on the very day of its adjournment the
Kenate was convened in extrs session to take part i his
reinauguration. None of the men who listened that day
_to the Inangural Address of Andrew Johnson imagined
that in u few weeks hie wonld become the head of the Gov-
erumont. The future was bright, ‘The clouds of war were
dispersicg, and the Thirty-eighth Congress ended its ex-
istence in the faith that our National troubles were nearly
over, and trusting implicitly in the wbility and integrity of
the President, who by four yoars of war Lad been thor-
onghly tested and taught, For nine months the adminis-
tration of the Government was to bo trusted to the Lxecu-
tive alone, yot no one dreamed that the National policy
wos to be reversed.

Hardly had the members of Congress reached their
homes befure the whole country was filled with rejoiciug
uver the full of Richmond; and, triumph after triumph,
came the surrender of Loe and his whole army. Then the
ehoutings, the tumult, the thunders of a thousand cannoa,
weto siloneed by the single pistol-shot that ended the lifo
of Absaham Lincoln. Even while bis funeral prooession
passed slowly throngh the land, Sherman received from
the hand of Johinston the lust broken sworl of the Rebel-
liom. The terms he granted to the enemy were thought
far too lenient by the peoplo, and were instantly rescinded
by the new President. Thon a few persous insulted
Providence by declaring that God had removed Mr. Lia-
eoln because & sterner mind wus neoded for the work of
reconstruction, s if, like a poor politician, Heaven
was only to suceeed in its purposes by the assassina-
tion of & good map. Sull, the mnation felt safe
with Mr. Johuson. Had be not sald that treason
wis @ crime sud must be made odious, and that
traltors must be punisbed? He would hang them ae
high as Haman, he sald, but the vail of the future was not
yok lifted to reveal only the foul assassina, and Wire, the
wretched tool of worse men, swinging upon the gallows.
No one lnokad forward to the long, wearisomoe imprison-
ment of Jeff, Davis, aod the humilisting spectacle of o
Government afrald either to try or to reloase its chief
enemy, ‘The poople lind not yet recovered from the shock
of Mr. Lincol.'s deatl bofore a Prosidential proclamation,
dated May 2, offered » rewnrd of $100,000 for Jefl. Davis,
and charged him with inciting and procuring the assassi-
nation. His arrest speadily followed, and the Robel leader
was placed in Fortross Monroo, and up to this time the
terrible charge has never been withdmwn nor proved.
About the time of his capture, the President in repeated

I+ will not attain the object to appropriate or loan
mones to the States for the prosocution of this work;
that has been tried in better days and failed. In
1550, Congress granted to the States in the valley of
the Mississippi all the lands sulject to overflow, with
the express provision that the proceeds of the sale
thiereof shonld e applied exclasively, as far 6s neces-
sary, to the parpose of reclaiming aad proted ting sail
lands by means of lovees and draina.

The value of thess lands was suflicient to levee the
banks of the Mississippi 30 feet high frum the Gulf of
Mexico to St. Louis, but the munificent donation was
squandered, parceled out to ruling politiclans, who
wore thus wmade woalthy, and who snbsequently em-
ployed thelr ill.gotten galna to Incite and carry on
rebellion. If confiscation s to be enforced, hero is 8
proper field for its application. At least the title to
such porsions of these lands as yet remain unsold
should ba resumed by the United States Government,
and, after reclamation and protection, sold for the
benefit of the leves fund.

By makiog an exception in Mr. Patlerson’s case,
Congress would have been, by set precedent, at Lib-
erty to make as many exceptions to the test-oath
as it pleasss. The copourring vote of both Houses
constitute the folding-doors of admission, through
which not even Mr. Patterson eutered. Every new
applicant, who cannot take the oath, must euter by
this narrow opening, and o good many Greeks
have yeot to find their way into the Senate and House
before Congress admits the Trojan horse and yiclds to
asioge, There is less need than ever to repeal the
oath, since Mr. Patterson on Saturday Yook the un-
modified osth, and was regalarly sworn in s o Seoa-
tor.

The Journal of Commerce charges the Collector of
Customs with having sold the warchouse privilege, ns
a monopoly, to s single party for the sum of §40,000,
It is said similar negotiations bad been made by
former Collectors, aud that merchants, compelled by
law to store in the designated houses, pay exorbitaut
storage rates to reimburse the keepor in the privilego
money, and also to enable him to realize large profits
on his investments, The practice is a fraudulent per-
version of the intents of the law, which should be
summarily corrected by the proper authority.

Massrs, Ben, and Fernando Wood havoalready taken
propristoraliip of the Philadelphia Convention. They
do not object to allowing a delegation of Republicans
to come in, provided thoy behave themselyes—*' pro-
vided," says the apostle of Peace and Chauce, ** they
stand squarcly on the principles of the Randall eall.
IT they honestly sct up to it wo shall be glad to see
them there. But there must be no looking one way and
rowing another,” Wo beg Mr. Raymond’s attontion,

L)

By aspecial telogram from New-Orleans it will he
seen that the Robels propose to break up the Consti-
tutional Convention by force. Wo hope the Presi-
dent is ploased with the results of his policy. The
Attorney-General of Louisiana has telographed the
President that the Convention is bogus, that Gov.
Welled is in league with the Radicals, against
some of whom the Courts are about to take action.
The President directs that the military sball neither
oppose the Courts nor the Couvention, which i
equivalent to leaving the Convention to the mercy of
its onemies,

The Richmond Enguirer seriously wonders whother
this contest will ** proceed to blood." In the first
place, there is nobody who wants to fight, and, in
the second place, thero is nobody who wants to be
fought, The only fightiug man we know is Ray-
mond; and, aa he is ono way this wéek and snothor
woy tho next, he will be kept pretty busy fighting
himself. And, auder such circumstances, wo do not
think the conflict will  proceed to blood.”

Mr. Defroos has been removed from an offico which
he creditably filled, to make way for Gen. Steadman,
who has recontly been performing the duties of a not
very ereditable office, Steadman has stood Dby the
President, and we admire the promptitude with which
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Ly has beey sgwaided.

speechos  declared  that the attempt to  msspssic
nate the Jepublic was a greater crime than
the munder of an Individoal, and desorved as severe & pun-
ishiment. In this spirit, May 22, he apologiaed fur extend-
ing mercy to certain miscalled **Sons of Liberty” in In-
diana, sud hoped that his action would not be construsd
into a profercucn of clemency to Justice.  His Proclama-
tion of Amnesty followed, May 29, and execeptad 14
classes, in which were incladed nearly all the influential
Southern citizens, 1t fally carried out his announced policy
of dealing severely with the leaders of the Rebelliou.
Early in May the trial of the assassins began, and an effort
was made by the prosecution, in bebalf of the Govern-
meal, to prove Davis pre-coguisant of the orime. From
all these events it was reasonably supposed that the Presi-
dent would continne to enfores the stern principles which
bo had 8o often and so emphatically defended.

But befors midsammer a new policy was indicated, In
June delogates from the South were first admitted to
private interviews with the Prosdent. On the 17th of
Juns his proclamation providing for the restoration of
civil government in Georgia aud Alabama was issned, and
it disappointod the nation, by its deliborate exclusion of
blacks from the category of loyal citizens eatitled 1o
vote, Fow, howover, woro disposed to censnre Mr. John-
son severuly for this omission, though & majority of the
Union party held that the Govermmont had & perfoct right
to entrust State reorganization to all loyal citizens, with-
out the elightest reference to the doad laws which wore
based on the slave systemn.  Other intimations of opposi-
tion 1o tus eatablishod principles of the Usion party were
soon given. The President’s appolntients of Provisiopal
Governors for the Southern States were recoiygd with joy
by the late Kobels, and with sorrow by the North.
Governor Perry, of South Carolina, shortly after his ap-
pointment, said io a public speech, July 3, “ There is not
now in the Sonthern States any ono who feels more bitter-
Iy the humiliation and degradation of going back into the
Union than I do.”” Thess words alone, it was thodght,
should have secured his instant dismissal from office, but
thay were conpled with signiticant praise of the Prosident
—praise which properly interpreted was consure. Gover-
nor Perry assured his people that the death of Mr. Lincoln
wits uo loss to the South, while he had every hope that
Mr. Johnson, as an old slaveholding Democrat, would ba
an advantage, Immediately following these events—oven
in Alexandria, under the very eyes of the Goverument—
the old spirit of secession, which seemed to bave perished
with Lev's army, revived with new vigor. Southern
leaders openly followed Governor Perry o declaring
the resforution of the Union a degriding neces-
aity. In Alsbama the Coavention prohibited negroes
from testifying in the courts, The peopls who had
for four years done all in their power to destroy the Union
pow coolly began to talk of taking an immediate part in
its Government, Gov. Perry, in November, again eulo-
gizing the President, coupled with his compliments a per-
omptory demand that, when Congress met, the Clerk of the
Houso should eall the names of men elected from the un-
roconstructed Btated, Tu the same month Mr Johuson
wrote to Gov. Perry, who hesitated about adopting the
amendment abolishing Slavery, that the clause giving
Congroas the power to enforcs it by appropriate legislation,
roally limited Congressional control over the subject!
Thus assured that Congress had no right to legislate for
the negro sftor ho had been freed, Gov. Porry's fears were
allayed, and South Carolina sdopted the smendment. Peo-
plo wondered at Mr. Johuson's strange exposition of Con-
gressional  enactments, and their surprise wos  mot
diminished when he publioly disclaimed ony inten.
tion to dictate to the Robsl States, adding that
ho wished only to mildly and kindly advise.
Thess signs, which slarmed loyal men, delighted the old
Northorn friends of the Rebellion, and as early ss August
a Copperhiesd convention indorsed Mr. Johnson's policy.
In September the majority of the Copparhead papers be-
gan to praise him, Sl the Union party did not oppose
him; It dissented from the tendencies of his poliey, but it
walted, endured, and hoped. Its organs even decluimed
against the Copperheads who insulted him by affinming
that o had desorted the party which electod him, seorn.
ing the iden with anjindignation which time has shown to
have been the most Intense, though unconselous, irony,
« Mr..Johnson,” snid Tie Trisuxe, in reply to these tor-
rible accusations of the Dowmoerats, ** has fittingly charne-
terized the culpable fatuity of John Tyler in seoking &
self-aggrandizemont through the ruin of tho great party
which electod him, and no man has ever had a deeper
loathing than he for the character of Deuedict Arnold.”
October and November the President employed io at-
tompting to reconcile bis old policy with thio new one, but
with loss success than he probably desired. We did not
complain of bis wmagnauimity to Rebels; fhat we could
have heartily approved if its dangerous tondencies had
boon neutralized by justice to Mack Unionlsts, Tho bitter
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extonded to o easmics of the Uuion wos Acatined tohe
unmitigated cruslly to its friends,

Thus whon Coagress assembled, Dosetmber 4, it found
that great things hail been done duriog the legislative va-
catlon, It had lofs the war ragirg: it found it ended.
It left Joff, Davis a tyrant st Riclmond; it found bim o
prisonor in solitary confinoment, and charged with con-
splrucy in marder, 1t lsft Abraham Ligooln, the ralor ot
the nation; it found—not him, but his grave, It found
Andrew Johnson the sucosssor of lis place, but practically
m“l“sd“*"'.l"' bis policy. It wus confronted with new

and new dutios, with w political situation unprece~
dented in the history of the e:utry. On the very open-
ing duy of the asssion, thy ropresautatives from tha Rebel
Slates attampted to taks part in it ()
nately for the nation, Mr, Edwid Mcl*, arson, the
the House, hod the ability to under.tand, and the courage to
execato his doty. Ths Honso was organized by the re-
preseututives of the loyal States alone, and the slection of
Schuylor Colfax removed all immediato daoger. But the
future was dark with porils of nukrown magaituds, Ag=
tion was demsuds]l, Wa hold i well for the United States
that Thaddeus Stevons on that du 00 rod the famous rese-
lution by which Congress was snve! from the disgrce of
laving Rebels to logislate upon the couditions of theie
own roturn.  * Resolved (hy the Renators and House of
Reprosentatives ia Congress assemhled), That a joing
Committes of 15ahall bo appoiuted, vine of whom shall
be members of the Wonas and six of tie Senate, who shall
inquire into the vondition of the Buites which formed the
so-called Confalerats States of Avicries, and repors
whether they, or any of them, are entided to be repres |
seated in either House of Congrese, with leave to report,
st any time, by Ll or othervise; and nntil sach
report shall have Lesa wmado and Hually seted vpon by
Congress, no mombor shall be recols ol in either House
from any of the so-eallind Confederats States, and all pa-
pers relatiog to the Repaosenta.: cos of (o sald States shall
be reforred Lo the sail Commitice,” Tis resolution gave -
Copgress the basla of a policy from the heginning, It wan
passed in the Houss by 8 vote of 127 10 26, reeeiving the
approval of Mr. Raymond snd o fow oibers, who hava
sinee opposed the prinoiples it ewbodics, Though tha last
clause was slruck out by the Bouate, i eficlency was ot
impaired,

The President’s messags, whiclh was read the noxt day,
though more wndsrate thaa had boen oxpected, placed him
at onee in opposition to ths Union narty, by his assertion
that ““a concesaion of the elective fanchise to the froed-
men by act of tho Prosident of the Unitsd Siates
must bave been oxtanded to all oolored men, whersver
found, aud 4o must have established 4 change of sufizage
in the Northern, Middls, and Westera States, not less than
in the Southern sal South-Western.”  This srgu-
ment, il valid in ons pespect was walid in all;
from that day to this no one has dared to deny  thas wasd
of power to interfees with the Re'cl S.ates in thiy i@-
stance—Iimpliod wans of power altog dher. We held then,
we hold now, that the President had preclssly the samna
right to anthorizs logal black cilizens to voto that he hal
to appoint Provisional Governors.  His aygument omitted
the all-important fact that the Kebollion had placed the
North and South in very difsrent relatious to the Govera-

ment. .
Enrly in the sesion the spirlt of Congress fouad ex-

pression in namerous proposed amendments to the Conati-
tion, providing for tae establishiment of elvil rights for 'L
citizens, without distinetion of color, and demanding that

ropreseatation in the lower House suoutd be based upen

the qualifisd numbar of votarsin esali State.  Bills pro-’
libiting the sssumption or payment of the Robel dobt,

or the repuliation of say part of the National debr,

ware offerad and rofezad to the respeciive committees,

Others contemplatad the establialiment of impartial suf-

froge in the District of Columbia, Al cf these moasures

recvived the dotarminsd opposition of the Demoeratia
minority. Anolhar d'Teronce betwean the Presilont and
Congress was causad by his removel of the Provisionad
Governor of Alabama, and presontation  of  the
State Gorernment to the oficors elected by the
peaple. Tlis actisn was thought be equivalont
to a declamstion that Congrers  Lad 2o control
of the subjsct, which was especially surprisivg, o
it was thea employed in legislating For tha restoration of
tho Btates. Decomber 20, the Senate, is reply to a reso-
lution requestiog iafarmation 45 to whether the Robellion

had been supprossad, ete., recsived o message from the
President, inclosing special ropors  from  Ges. Carl

Scharz and Gan. Geaat upon the condition of tha
South. The mesmgs was charsetorized by Mg
Sumner as aa attampt to “whitewash™ the mme
bappy conlition of tle Kulel Siates, and
many fots wars ci’ad by him 1o slow that the President
was mistaken o his statomont that w i of nationality
was gucceediag the ssctional nnimosiey of tiys Sonth. The
report of Gen. Souure containd the strongzet evidenca

that the late Rebsla 1ad littla eonse of national obliga-
tions, and wgm chisfly anxlous o rogain politiosal power,

and gompersate themaclves fur tae loss of Siavery by keep

ing the magraas iz abjset sercitude. Moth Housss ade
| journsd December 21, until Janoary & Up to this point
no important maasuzos bad boen matured, though many

had been proposed.

Jaguary 5, Congrass resuincd its sczsion, and aeting
npon the information the President had furuished in the
repdrta of Giens. Graut end somirz. Mr. Williama inteo-
duced a msolution daclaring it th =ense of the House that
the United States teoops should et be withdmwn from
the South. Gon-Grast shortly after indorsed this opias
jon. Invirtua! roply to this nad similer acts Mr, Voor
heas of Tadians, Jeasaty 8, introdiuced u.resolution de-
| claring that Congesws indorsed the whole policy of the
President, but the matter was relorred o the Committes
on Rteconstretion by a large myjority. Fie noxt day Mr.
Kalley of Pennayivania stated in the Houso that tho Pre-
sident bad porsonolly assured Lim Lo was ia favor of nogro
suffrage in the District of Columbin and in Tennessee,
This subject coatined to be debated 11l the bill establish-
ing impartial smfrago in the Disirict fnully passed the
House, Jaunary 1%, 47 a voieof 11610 50, la the Senate
the subijéot was repoatedly taken up, bot not seted upomt.

Continual attempts wore made fiom tiee to time to
obtain the alinission of Senutors wid Nepresentatives
from Robel States, but their eredentials wlhea presented
were eithor laid on the table or referred to the Committes
on Reconstruction. Evenin the absency of & doclared
policy, such mon as Horshel V. Jobinson of Georgla could
bardly have hopad to gaiu aduittance to the Senste.
February 19, the Houso, by a series of reselutions offered
by Mr. Loogyear of Michigan, victually asserted the right
of Congreas to daal with the wheie subject of reconstrue-
tion, declaring the existing govornmwnts of the Hobel
States to be provisional snd tempoary, fand offering its
constitutional authority to guamntes to cach s Repub-
lican form of Goverameat. In the meanuwhile the Presi-
dent bad adow iatarviews with colorcd - ds ations, and &
great many with Rebal embassics, and his  published
spoeches showed that the negro loynlists had little reason
to hope for reward, while the panioned traitors had less to
fear punishmont.

But Prestdential opposition, and that of (s Democratia
minority, wers not the only difiiculties which Congress
Liad to grorcome. Tho Ugion party Lad but one th-d.
but it was divided vpon the lest means to attain fo i
Turee ideas of recoastruction were uefolded early in the
session. They may bo classificd thus:

Mr. Sumper's ides, that 0o Rebel Mate slould be med-
mitted to its ol placs in the Uuion till it had made its
black and white oltizens aqual befors the law,

Mr. Stewart's ides, that universal amuesty should be
offered the South, anl universal sufiage imposed.

The popular idea smbodied iu the Civil Rights bill, sod
tho Constitutional amondment re-forniing the basis of re=
presentation.

To the first of thesa plans thers was litil objoction other
than its impracticability, sad the farco of this Mr. Sumnec
seoms 10 hava finally acknowledgod, It must bo conesded,
oven by those who most earnest'y oppo+nd him, that ho
honestly and bravely did his best for freodom, nnd thas
tho failure of his plans was not frorm any want of eamesi-
pess or ability in sdvoeating themn.

Bat who shall Be
Wisar than God, strongor than Dasilay

wr. Stewart equally failed in his more popular policy—a
policy in which wa firmly belioved froim the first, and have
not ceused to advocats. But while men like Wesdely
Phillips stand apart and isfluence the uation solely by the

uncompromising declacation of Principles, Congress hes
croation of

L{1]

snother duty. It is charged with the
Measutes, and if thess sometimes fuil to embody principles
bered that no practi-

to the fullest extent, lot it be romem
onl statesman haa svar yet sucoseded in reconciling facts
with his idoal.

I'ie backbona of the XXXIXth Congress was the Re-
construction Committeo of Thaddeus Stovens. That
Committtos, deupunced by overy traitor, and avery man
who i his heart sympathised with traitors, has done

pobly works b gavy Gopgross o ceater, It shaped &




